
Dear 5th Grade Parent(s), 
 

We are pleased to write this letter to you as we begin planning for the 2019-2020 
school year and for our 6th grade band classes in the fall. On April 1st and 2nd all of the 5th 
graders had the opportunity to tryout the following woodwind and brass instruments 
during school: Flute, Clarinet, Trumpet and Trombone. Each student was given a short 
mini-lesson on how to make a sound on the mouthpiece of each instrument and then had 
the opportunity to try it for themselves. We also had tryouts for percussion which was 
done by student preference based on the form they filled out when they tried the wind and 
brass instruments. We had a lot of really great sounds produced and a lot of smiles as 
they left to go back to class. We know that many of you may have questions about this 
process. Attached to this letter is a short FAQ sheet that may help with some of your 
questions but if you do not get the answer you need please don’t hesitate to email or call 
using the contact information below. 
 We will be having a demonstration concert on Monday, May 6th at the end of 
their orientation day at the Middle School. This is a great opportunity for them to see the 
progress that can be made in just one year of playing. On that same night, May 6th we 
will be having an informational meeting at 6pm in the LMS Band Room. This will be a 
short meeting just to cover some of the basics of getting started in band. This is not a 
commitment meeting, just informational. A representative from the Tune Shop in 
Leavenworth will also be on hand to answer questions and inspect instruments that you 
might already have at home so you can be sure it is in good playing condition. We 
encourage all parents to attend in order to get more information to make the best possible 
decision for your child. If your child did not get to try the instruments at school they 
will have that opportunity on this evening. You can also take them to the Tune Shop 
in Leavenworth to have them try instruments as well and they will send us their 
results. 
 Music education is so important to our students. We strive to create a positive 
environment for encouraging creativity, building self-discipline and self-esteem, working 
on teamwork, understanding commitment to a greater goal, and encouraging 
perseverance when things don’t always come easy. All of that on top of learning a great 
new skill that can be something they will use for a lifetime! We hope you will consider 
giving your child the opportunity to challenge himself/herself by joining band in 6th 
grade! 
 
See you on May 6th at 6pm in the LMS Band Room! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Becky Jones      Aaron Edwards    
LMS Director of Bands    LMS Asst. Director of Bands   
becky.jones@usd469.net    aaron.edwards@usd469.net  
(913)727-1197      (913)727-1197  


